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- Bourne, L. S. (1981). The geography of housing. London: Edward Arnold.

- Turgat, H. (2001). Culture, continuity and change: Structural analysis of the housing pattern in squatter settlement. Global
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Abstract

Among the most significant contemporary needs of societies is paying attention to children and
their social needs in cities. Most urban spaces are not good enough to be used by children and
adolescents. There are no cities that pay attention to children’s needs, their feelings, and
psychological aspects of living in the cities. Therefore, this study aimed to evaluate a child-
friendly city indicators in Golbahar, Iran and to determine children’s needs. The statistical
population of this applied and descriptive-analytical study includes children between 7 and 15.
The sample consists of 312 children. Multi-stage cluster sampling method was used. Four blocks
were selected from each neighborhood. The reliability coefficient was confirmed by Cronbach's
alpha with a value of 0.8 and one-sample t-test, regression analysis, and children’s collaborative
analysis (painting of favorite city). The results showed that the indicators of child-friendly city in
Golbahar are not good. That is, the sense of belonging among the children is at low level, and
participation willingness among children is at optimal level. The results of multivariate regression
analysis showed that access indicator has the highest impact, followed by the design, social and
environmental-physical indicators. The indicators will have an increasing impact on building
child-friendly city. Moreover, the children’s paintings of their favorite city showed their tendency
towards green spaces and facilities for play and entertainment.
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Abstract

Children are considered as the creators of the next generations and urban spaces play a special
role in socialization, realizing talents, and fulfilling social and individual needs. Therefore, safe
urban environment and proper design of suitable urban spaces for children’s life are very
important in moving the human society towards a healthy and desirable society. However, in
Iran’s urban management and planning system, children’s needs have been ignored. This study
aimed to present a safe urban environment management and planning model using a child-
friendly city approach in Tehran metropolis. The statistical community of the research includes
experts and specialists in Tehran's urban issues. Using Delphi sampling, 20 people were selected
as sampling. DEMATEL technique and network analysis model (ANP) in Super decision
software were used. The results showed that to present a suitable management and planning
model in order to establish a safe urban environment with a child-friendly city approach in
Tehran, social, political, and cultural criteria are the most influential and institutional and legal
planning criteria are the facters that are influenced the most. Based on the special vector
obtained from the network analysis model, the environmental-physical criterion with a normal
weight of 0.205 has the highest priority and the security criterion with a normal weight of 0.199
is the next one. Moreover, institutional planning with a weight of 0.139 is the last priority.

Keywords: Urban Management, Safe Environment, Child, Child-friendly City, Tehran
Metropolis
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Abstract

The unbridled increase in the population of cities, especially the desire for urbanization in the
megacities of developing countries, has caused the unplanned and unbalanced growth of cities;
and it has caused many negative consequences for them. So, now, smart growth strategy is
proposed as a new and comprehensive pattern of urban planning in the world to solve the problem
of sprawl urban growth due to relentless urbanization. Ahvaz metropolis that has always suffered
from the consequences of such growth in recent years, cannot be an exception to this pattern. Due
to the importance of the subject, this study aimed to assess and rank the metropolitan regions of
Ahvaz in terms of compliance with smart urban growth indicators. The statistical population of
the descriptive-analytical study was Ahvaz metropolitan regions. As a result of documentary
studies, 82 indicators were selected within the framework of 4 physical criteria (land use, socio-
economic condition, access and transportation, and environment) and the data were extracted
using available sources. The data were then analyzed using a combination of Shannon entropy
weighting method and ELEKTRE technique. The results showed that there is a significant
difference among Ahwaz metropolitan regions in terms of appropriateness to smart urban growth
indicators. In this regard, District 5 of Ahvaz metropolis has poor conditions, so it needs more
serious attention.
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1. Corresponding author. Email: mahyarsajadian@yahoo.com


mailto:mahyarsajadian@yahoo.com

Journal of Geography and Urban Space Development Vol. 10, No.2 (2023) — Serial Number 21

5

Analysis of the Identity Dimensions of New Towns and their impacts on Citizens’
Sense of Belonging (Case Study: Sepahanshahr, Isfahan)

Ahmad Shahivandi
Assistant Professor, Faculty of Architecture and Urban Design, Art University of Isfahan, Isfahan,
Iran

Noushin Bigdeli
MA in Urban Planning, Faculty of Architecture and Urban Design, Art University of Isfahan,
Isfahan, Iran

Afsaneh Talebi Varnosfaderani !
PhD Researcher in Urbanism, Faculty of Architecture and Urban Design, Art University of
Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran

Received: 19 October 2021 Accepted: 7 April 2022

Abstract

Identity crisis as one of the consequences of globalization is so clear in society especially in new
cities. The crisis is one of the obstacles that impede attracting the population to the dead cities.
The cities can be considered at best dormitories that are not able to arouse the sense belonging
and identity in its citizens. This problem can be traced back to the basic principles of designing
the cities, among of which are the formation of separate maps and paying attention to the historical
and climatic features of the environment as well as socio-cultural and economic conditions of
people who want to live in the cities. We may create and strengthen the sense of belonging to a
place or city through creating spatial and identity characteristics. Accordingly, this study aimed
to analyze various dimensions of urban identity and their impacts on the sense of belonging among
the citizens of Sepahanshahr. The questions answered in this study are: What indicators are
effective in giving identity to a new town? To what extent do the indicators impact upon citizens’
sense of belonging? The descriptive-analytical research used questionnaire to collect the data.
Moreover, Amos Graphic software was used for analyzing the data. The results showed that the
social and functional indicators with a load factor of 0.683 and 0.430, respectively, directly
affected the sense of belonging of citizens of Sepahanshahr and the natural-environmental
indicator with a load factor of 0.386 affected the functional indicator. Moreover, the physical-
spatial and historical-cultural indicators with load factors of 0.256 and 0.232, respectively,
affected the social variable and then the sense of belonging of the citizens.

Keywords: Identity, Sense of Belonging, New Towns, Isfahan, Sepahanshahr
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Abstract

The theory of the creative city attempts to describe a quality that makes the mental image of a city
more beautiful and its memory more lasting for its citizens. The purpose of introducing the
concept of quality of urban life in this theory is reforming the evolution of urban development
from the concept of quantitative growth to sustainable urban development, offering solutions to
economic, cultural, and social problems, and meeting residents’ need. The aim of this research
was to investigate the scenarios for realizing creative city with an emphasis on the life quality
index in Mashhad. The data of this descriptive-analytical study were collected through
documentary-library and survey methods. By studying specialized sources, 37 related variables
were identified and categorized according to spatial, non-spatial, economic, cultural, physical,
managerial, technological, and environmental aspects. The most important factor that impacts
achieving creativity and improving the quality of life in Mashhad is "the level of interaction of
this city with other cities enjoying religious tourism." The results of the scenario software
identified four strong scenarios for Mashhad, of which 25% have an upward trend, 29.55% are
flat, and 45.5% have a downward trend. The scenario of creative Mashhad having of 11 key
factors and a compatibility score of 5 was identified the most probable scenario from the experts'
point of view and represents the most ideal situation in the 10-year vision for creating a creative
city in Mashhad.
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Abstract

Nowadays, the evaluation and analysis of urban poverty and the identification of factors and
forces affecting the spatial organization and expansion of this phenomenon are considered to be
the basic principles of human development policy and management in most countries.
Considering the importance of the subject, the purpose of this research is to investigate the
spatiality of urban poverty and to identify the factors affecting the spatial organization of this
phenomenon in Tabriz. To collect the research data, the information available in the statistical
blocks of Tabriz city in 2016 and interview with academic elites and city managers were used
and to analyze the data, Nearest Neighbor Index (NNI) and Hot Spot Analysis in GIS software,
the structural equation analysis model in AMOS software were used. The results showed that
the poor areas of Tabriz city are spread in the center and the outskirts of the city and the
distribution of these areas is clustered based on the Z index. We can see the spatial dichotomy
of poverty between the east and west of the city and the peripheral and central areas. Moreover,
among the factors affecting the expansion and spatial organization of the poor areas of the city,
we can mention the discriminatory and impoverishing mechanism variables based on the unfair
distribution of power, wealth and income resources and increasing the class gap between
different strata at macro level and the excessive increase in the population of Tabriz city, the
inefficiency of the official land and housing markets of Tabriz city, at the micro level. The value
of these variables based on the structural model is 0.83, 0.77, 0.69 and 0.63, respectively.
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Abstract

This study aimed to use the descriptive-analytical method to evaluate the impacts of TV programs
of Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB), which promote the urban and regional lifestyle
in their messages and content, on the citizens’ enjoyment level of the sense of spatial attachment
in Districts 1, 12, and 20 of Tehran metropolis. Therefore, considering the mission of the
television channels, the outstanding programs of Channel 2 and Tehran Channel were evaluated.
Since the selected districts were different in terms of geographical situation, economic indices,
citizens’ income level, and lifestyle, Districts 1, 12, and 20 were selected as the high-class,
medium-class, and low-class districts of Tehran, respectively. The results of multivariate
ANOVA showed that the TV programs had different impacts on the spatial attachment index in
the studied districts. In addition, the fuzzy TOPSIS (FTOPSIS) model was used to analyze the
media priority for improving the spatial attachment index in these districts. Accordingly, the
promotion of the citizenship lifestyle component in TV programs had the highest impact in the
three selected districts. Thus, television can improve the sense of spatial attachment through
producing programs with a citizenship lifestyle improvement approach.

Keywords: Social Resilience, Comparative Analysis, Spatial Attachment Index, Tehran
Metropolis
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Abstract

Dilemmas due to the scattered urbanity have caused the emergence of smart growth approach.
Passive defense approach and smart growth were used in this study to investigate the stability of
neighborhoods and maintain their smartness. The main objective of this paper was to investigate
the neighborhoods of District 1 of Mashhad by comparing the findings of smart growth and
passive defense approaches. Descriptive-analytical method, Geographic Information System
(GIS), MACBETH as well as ELECTRE multi-criteria decision-making model were used in this
study. The findings of MACBETH technique showed that population density is the most
important principle of smart growth and the per capita green space is the less important factor.
The results of the ELECTRE model showed that the Goharshad neighborhood is ranked first in
terms of smart growth, while this neighborhood is not at the appropriate level in terms of passive
defense. Beheshti neighborhood is less conformable than other neighborhoods regarding smart
growth, while this neighborhood is relatively desirable in terms of passive defense. Kolahduz is
the only neighborhood that meets the principles of both approaches and has gained second place
from both perspectives.
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