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- Bourne, L. S. (1981). The geography of housing. London: Edward Amold.

- Turgat, H. (2001). Culture, continuity and change: Structural analysis of the housing pattern in squatter settlement. Global
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Significant Significant

Random Clustered

Given the z-score of 1.85387322351, there is a less than 10% likelihood that this clustered
pattern could be the result of random chance.
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1) The law and the government should take a transformative approach to housing
policies and take into account demographic and economic considerations;

2) In addition to governmental investments in the construction and provision of houses
for various age groups and the offering of age appropriate financing facilities, the
private sector should be encouraged and supported to be active in constructing and
supplying housing projects with the ultimate goal of fulfilling future housing needs for
the employed and unhoused people.

Keywords: Lifespan, Life Cycle Hypothesis, Housing Prices
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the impact of Lifespan on housing prices in Iran. Moreover, the Life-cycle Hypothesis
was used as the theoretical framework for analytical interpretation.
3. Results

The Augmented Dickey-Fuller test was used for testing the reliability of the variables.
The results of this test showed that the research variables are reliable. Moreover, since
that the data of this study are based on seasons, the Hegy test was used to assess
variable reliability. The outcomes of this test showed the presence of a unit root at the
zero frequency or, a non-seasonal unit root in the variables. The results of the Johansen—
Juselius Multivariate Cointegration Technique showed that Lifespan has a positive and
statistically significant impact on housing prices, confirming the life-cycle hypothesis.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

The Life-cycle Hypothesis (LCH) was utilized as the theoretical framework for
analyzing the influence of lifespan on housing prices. According to the LCH, housing
demand is typically low during childhood, increases when people enter into the labor
market (size or population effect), reaches its peaks during family formation and
maintenance, and subsequently declines during the retirement phase (age effect).
According to this theory, people tend to invest in different assets over their working
years (active employment) which they can later change to supplement their retirement
income. Consequently, they are usually initial buyers and subsequent sellers of housing.
The LCH states that if the ratio of the working population to retirees remains constant,
housing supply and demand remain stable, but if this ratio changes, housing prices will
change. When lifespan increases, the retirees require additional financial resources.
Moreover, the working population is incentivized to save more due to the prospect of a
longer lifespan. Since housing as a capital asset is considered a suitable means for future
savings, the demand for housing among workers increases, leading to a rise in housing
prices. On the contrary, retirees would increase the supply of housing by liquidating
their housing assets, which may result in a decrease in housing prices. Therefore, the net
positive or negative impact of lifespan on housing prices is dependent upon which of
these two effects is dominant. The findings showed that lifespan exerts a positive and
statistically significant impact on housing prices, thereby validating the fundamental
premise of the Life-cycle Hypothesis in the Iranian context. Given the positive impact
of lifespan on housing prices, it is recommended that economic policymakers, through
considering current and projected mortality and fertility trends in the future, which are
expected to feature a decline in population growth and the share of the working-age
population, incorporate issues related to age, employment, and retirement into their
housing policies and programs. This would be vital for fulfilling the needs related to
housing that emerge of demographic shifts. Evaluating the effects of lifespan,
employment, and retirement through savings behaviors, investment decisions, and labor
market choices can enable the government to anticipate the behavior of different age
groups and understand the impact of the two factors under study on housing supply and
demand.

Considering the results, the following recommendations are made:
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Extended Abstract
1. Introduction

The global increase of lifespan is considered a primary driver of population aging over
the globe, thereby necessitates an examination of its corresponding economic
implications. Moreover, the impact of housing price fluctuations on macro-economic
variables influences household welfare, given the substantial proportion of housing
expenses of families’ budgets. Moreover, since the effective containment of housing
price volatility presupposes an exact knowledge of its determinants, investigation into
the principal factors affecting the housing prices is necessary. Consequently, in light of
the paramount importance of housing prices, and relying on extensive prior research
about the influence of Lifespan on housing prices, this research was done with the aim
of examining the impact of lifespan on the prices of houses in Iran. This study tried to
see the impact of the influence of Lifespan on housing prices in Iran. The hypothesis
was that Lifespan exerts a positive impact on housing prices in Iran.

2. Method

This applied study employed a causal-analytical approach. The data collection was done
using library resources. The data on the utilized variables were taken from the Time
Series Economic Database of the Central Bank of Iran, the Statistical Centre of Iran, and
the World Development Indicators (WDI). The econometric software for the analysis
was EViews 10. The time span of this research was from the beginning of 1380 (spring
of 2001) to the end of 1400 (end of winter 2022), and the spatial domain was Iran. This
study used the Johansen-Juselius Multivariate Cointegration Technique to investigate
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wellbeing, authorities should endeavor to make sure that all people enjoy fair and
unhindered access to these kinds of resources.
Keywords: Spatial Justice, Service Distribution, Sports Facilities, Mashhad City
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Incompatibility with Development Goals: The unequal distribution of sports
facilities are not compatible with objectives of sustainable development and
social justice.

4. Discussion and Conclusion
The findings of this study showed that the distribution of sports infrastructure of
Mashhad is profoundly inequitable, and appears to contravene the major principles of
spatial justice. The findings of this study are in line with the findings of other studies
and confirm that the unequal distribution of public spaces is a great challenge in many
cities of Iran. The concentration of sports spaces only in some areas causes inequality
and imposes more pressure on the rich areas and worsens the conditions of the deprived
areas. These inequalities will lead to dissatisfaction among citizens. The fair distribution
of sports spaces should consider the real needs of people and spatial justice. It was
proven that increasing the number of services is not enough, but they should be fairly
distributed and all people have fair access to services. Based on the findings, the
following issues are suggested:
The Quantity and Quality Increase of Sports Facilities: In light of the identified per-
capita deficiency of sports infrastructure, it is a must to increase not only the number of
such facilities but also their qualitative standards across the urban places;
Equitable Spatial Allocation of Sports Services: The provision of sports services
should to be calibrated in accordance with the needs of population in each region,
thereby ensuring a more balanced and responsive distribution;
Prioritized Attention to Marginalized and Densely Populated Zones: Particular
emphasis should be placed upon underserved peripheral or high density areas. The
development of sports facilities of these areas should be prioritized;
Promotion of Public Sport Modalities: The encouragement of publicly accessible
sport provision, and the establishment of easily reachable facilities can expand
citizen’s engagement in physical activity and reduce barriers to participation.
Urban Planning with Attention to Spatial Justice Approach: Urban service
planning processes should be based on the principles of spatial justice, ensuring that
decision-making and resource allocation promote equitable access to urban facilities
for all people.
Ongoing Monitoring and Evaluation: The sustained monitoring of urban service
distributions as well as with rigorous increase of effective interventions are essential
in order to maintain transparency, accountability and adaptability in implementing
related policies.
In conclusion, this investigation underscores that the realization of a just and sustainable
urban area heavily relies on the equitable allocation of urban services and sports
facilities is not an exception. Given the vital role of sport in public health and social
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and their deleterious impact on the life quality of citizens. These studies highlight the
critical significance of equitably distributed sporting facilities and show how the
absence of such equity may lead to the social and spatial challenges. The studies done
on the Iranian urban context as well show that the uneven provision of public spaces,
especially sports facilities, constitutes a pressing challenge and underscores the
necessary due attention of authorities and urban planners. This study relied on these
theoretical backgrounds and tried to offer applicable recommendations to enhance the
current condition.

2. Method

This applied study was done taking a descriptive-analytical approach. The process of
the research included reviewing the related literature on spatial justice and the
distribution of urban services, collecting data on sports facilities in various areas of
Mashhad, data analysis considering the spatial distribution of facilities, exploring the
distribution pattern of sports facilities using ArcMap software and indicators such as
density, clustering, and spatial autocorrelation, and examining the relationship between
population density and the existence of sports facilities using Geoda software.

3. Result s

The results showed that the allocation of sports facilities of Mashhad is characterized by

marked imbalance. The main results may be summarized as follows:
Uneven Distribution: Municipal Districts 2, 10 and 11 hold the greatest number
of sports facilities, whereas Districts 8 and 12 hold the lowest. This issue
indicates a pronounced spatial concentration of infrastructure rather than a
uniform distribution.
Discrepancy with Population: No reasonable correlation exists between
population density and the per-capita provision of sports facilities. In particular,
peripheral or densely inhabited zones showed limited access to such services.
Spatial Clustering: The analysis of spatial clustering showed that sports
facilities are more concentrated in specific zones and all people do not have
equitable access to the facilities.
Self-correlation Analysis: The results pertaining to the self-correlation showed
that even within highly populated districts there exist significant shortages of
sports infrastructure, thus contravening the normative principles of spatial
justice.
Comparison with Standard Per Capita: The per-capita provision of sports
facilities in Mashhad falls substantially below national standards, signifying the
necessity for considerable increase.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Over the past decades, the rapid expansion of cities has profoundly reshaped their
spatial structure. Amongst the most remarkable consequences of this expansion is the
inequitable distribution of urban amenities; recreational and sporting facilities as the
most significant example. Since athletic and recreational engagement play a vital role in
promoting both physical and mental well-being, it is a must to make it possible for all
citizens enjoy fair access to these resources. Considering the issue this study endeavored
to explore the spatial allocation of sports facilities in the city of Mashhad. The ultimate
goal was to proposing viable strategies for amelioration. Accordingly, it tried to see the
distribution of sports facilities over the heterogeneous zones of Mashhad and its
correlation with population distribution and tenets of spatial justice. The following
questions were posed: 1) Does the spatial distribution of sports facilities in Mashhad
conform to principles of fairness?; 2) What is the relationship between population
density and access to the facilities?; 3) What interventions can be used to mitigate the
existing inequities?

The notion of spatial justice signifies the fair and impartial allocation of resources and
opportunities in a single geographical context. Used in the realm of urban issues and
services, this notion states that citizens should enjoy equitable access to diverse
facilities, including the facilities provided for sport and recreation. The review of related
literature evidently shows the existence of spatial inequalities in metropolitan settings
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social interactions. The results mean that creating cultural spaces would be insufficient
merely through functional construction and attracting and retaining users depend on
architectural quality, human-centered design, and the coherence of physical and
environmental elements. The results of this research confirm the findings of numerous
studies that emphasize the influence of physical structure on human being’s social
behavior. Some of the research suggest physical structure, security, diversity, and
spatial affordance as prerequisites for human interaction. Moreover, the alignment of
these results with contemporary architectural theoretical notions such as “spatial
legibility” “spatial continuity”, and “attractiveness quality” suggests that architectural
design at urban spaces play a crucial role in the reproduction of social capital and
cultural cohesion. Accordingly, this study recommends the designers, planners, and
urban administrators to pay particular attention to the formal, spatial, and environmental
components when designing or developing cultural complexes. Focus on the quality of
furnishings, remarkable entrance designs, flexible spaces, and the incorporation of
cultural and semantic symbols may increase the presence of users and their interaction
with these settings. Moreover, it is suggested that future research embark upon the
impact of such components as natural light, color, acoustic quality, and interactive
technologies on the quality of social interactions in cultural spaces.

Keywords: Architecture, Cultural Complex, Environment, Social Interactions, Urmia
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the selected cultural complexes of this city. A purposive sampling method was
employed to select individuals deemed to have sufficient lived experience relevant to
Urmia's cultural spaces. The data collection instrument was a researcher-designed
questionnaire, designed based on the related literature and indicators derived from
previous studies. This questionnaire had the four main components: exterior form,
interior space, environmental quality, and sociability. Each component was
operationalized and measured through several specific items. The face and content
validity of the questionnaire were affirmed by six faculty members from the
Architecture discipline. The reliability was statistically determined via Cronbach's
Alpha, with a coefficient of 0.81 which shows the instrument's satisfactory robustness.
Four cultural complexes of Urmia (Vahdat Hall, Quran and Etrat Cultural Center, Javan
Cultural Center, and the Urmia Cultural and Artistic Complex) were chosen for
investigation. The collected data were analyzed using the SPSS software and interpreted
through non-parametric statistical tests, including the Kruskal-Wallis test.

3. Results

The results of the analysis of the questionnaires showed that Exterior Form with a mean
score of 3.55, exerted the most significant influence on the enhancement of social
interactions within the cultural complexes. This component have such indicators as
formal proportionality, legibility of the entrance, distinctive architectural elements, and
visual invitation. This factor is followed by Interior Space (3.45), Sociability (3.42), and
Environmental Quality (3.28). In the comparative assessment across the complexes,
Vahdat Hall recorded the highest aggregate mean score over all components, while
Javan Cultural Center recorded the lowest score. Moreover, the Kruskal-Wallis test
showed a statistically significant difference among the four cultural complexes
regarding their architectural and environmental quality. The mean values of the
components, when compared inter-dimensionally, did not show a significant difference.
The suitable interior furnishings, the availability of gathering spaces, physical comfort,
and cohesive spatial organization were identified as the most crucial factors contributing
to the enhancement of social interactions.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

The results showed that architectural design and environmental quality have a
determining role in elevating the social interactions in cultural complexes. Among these
factors, the exterior form of the buildings has the maximum impact, primarily because
the initial spatial perception, visual attractiveness, identity, and architectural prominence
of the structure can significantly absorb individuals to enter the spaces. Interior space,
through its emphasis on comfort, spatial order, appropriate furnishings, and optimal
lighting contributes the conditions for the formation of dialogue, assemblies, and social
participation. The sociability of the spaces, particularly when it is achieved through the
design of dwell locations, gathering spaces, visual openness, and opportunities for face-
to-face interaction, seems to be another crucial factor for the emergence of social bonds.
The quality of environment despite its inherent importance was ranked fourth. This
means that the attention to such environmental aspects as site furnishings,
landscaping/vegetation, lighting, acoustic tranquility, and spatial security has been
inadequate in some complexes, the result of which has been imposing restrictions on
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Socio-cultural transformations has accelerated, and urban centers, serving as places for
contemporary human existence, necessitate spaces that are capable of furnishing a
robust foundation for the enhancement of social interactions, cultural exchanges, and
the development of social capital. In this context, cultural complexes emerge as
multifaceted institutions spanning socio-cultural, educational, and artistic domains that
play a pivotal role in the dynamism of societies. Beyond their purely functional
imperatives, these spatial configurations, by offering opportunities for discourse,
communal gathering, and face-to-face engagement, generate a great ground for the
social relations, the establishment of local cohesion, and the enhancing a sense of
belonging to place. Given the increasing significance of the quality of public spaces and
their instrumental function in shaping collective behavior, delving into factors that
influence the social interactions in cultural complexes seems to be so necessity. This
study tried to see that which physical and environmental constituents in the architecture
of cultural complexes exert the most influence on enhancing the user social interactions.
Moreover, recognizing a significant research gap in this specific area especially in the
city of Urmia, this study used an analytical and comparative method to not only identify
the influential architectural and environmental factors but also to present practical
strategies for the enhancement of the quality of cultural complex designs. Accordingly,
four principal components (exterior form, interior space, environmental quality, and
sociability) were systematically evaluated and compared over four cultural complexes
of Urmia.

2. Method

The applied study used a descriptive-analytical method. The statistical population
consisted of 200 faculty members and students from the architecture department of the
Islamic Azad University, Urmia Branch. The entire participants had prior experience in
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of specialized human resources, and ineffective decision-making systems for
international urban relations.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

The findings clearly indicated that implementing city diplomacy in Mashhad cannot be
achieved merely through isolated projects or international memberships. What is
fundamentally required is a transformational shift in the mindset of urban managers
regarding the global context and the need for active engagement. Without a realistic and
informed understanding of global urban dynamics, any initiative in city diplomacy is
likely to remain symbolic and ineffective.
Moreover, the current fragmented and decentralized structure of urban management in
Mashhad, along with the absence of a dedicated and capable entity for leading city
diplomacy efforts, severely limits the city’s ability to act strategically in the global
arena. Additionally, Iran’s foreign policy context, which significantly influences cities’
international relations, often hampers efforts in this domain.

This study underscores the need for reform at three interrelated levels:

At the macro level, national foreign policy should be reoriented to facilitate the
global engagement of cities;

At the meso level, Mashhad Municipality should establish a centralized and
coherent institutional structure dedicated to city diplomacy;

At the micro level, initiatives for training city officials, raising awareness, and
embedding the discourse of city diplomacy in both policymaking and public
consciousness must be developed and sustained.

Only through these strategic reforms can a comprehensive roadmap for Mashhad’s
ascent in the global urban hierarchy be envisioned and operationalized. The future of
city diplomacy in Mashhad depends on both structural readiness and this city’s capacity
to adapt to a rapidly evolving global order.

Keywords: Challenge, City Diplomacy, Globalization, Urban Management, Mashhad
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2. Method

This research employs a qualitative and descriptive-analytical approach. Data were
collected through two main channels. First, a specialized panel was conducted with the
participation of 30 experts and municipal officials in Mashhad, divided into four
thematic working groups focusing on the international economy and foreign investment,
international organizations, socio-cultural and pilgrimage issues, and international
communication and public relations. Second, ten semi-structured interviews were
conducted with individuals who had direct experience and responsibilities in matters
related to city diplomacy. These interviews were designed based on the principle of
theoretical saturation and aimed to enrich and validate the findings of the panel.
The qualitative data were analyzed using coding methods and categorized into three
main thematic areas. The geographical scope of this study was the metropolis of
Mashhad, Iran’s second most populous city and a major religious center. Due to
receiving millions of pilgrims and tourists annually, this city possesses substantial
potential for transnational engagement.

3. Results

The analysis of the panel discussions revealed a total of 42 key needs across the four
thematic areas, of which 31 items (approximately 74%) were considered of high-priority
by a majority of respondents. In the domain of international economy, the highest
priorities were developing investment packages, branding Mashhad internationally,
expanding tourism infrastructure, establishing investment databases, and simplifying
regulations to facilitate foreign investment. Regarding the international organizations,
the needs focused on brand development prerequisites, creating multilingual portals,
training specialized personnel, and utilizing financial and advisory resources from
international bodies. In the cultural and pilgrimage domain, significant needs were
identified in international cultural promotion, the elevation of Mashhad’s international
status, and the need of designing a model for international urban development. In the
communications and public relations domain, the emphasis was on establishing a strong
brand identity, disseminating the discourse of city diplomacy among officials and
citizens, learning from international experiences, enhancing digital infrastructure, and
audience targeting strategies.

Moreover, interviews with urban officials identified three main categories of challenges:

Cognitive and perceptual barriers such as a limited understanding of the
concept of city diplomacy, perceiving it as superficial or unnecessary, and lack
of familiarity among city managers with the relevant literature and instruments;

Structural constraints stemming from national foreign policy, including
international tensions, sanctions, the absence of effective public diplomacy, and
their negative effects on attracting tourists, investors, and international
collaboration;

Institutional and organizational shortcomings such as lack of an integrated
management structure, overlapping responsibilities across institutions, shortage
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Extended Abstract
1. Introduction

Cities are now significant actors on the international stage. The processes of
globalization and interdependence among societies have led cities to play an
increasingly active role in managing political, economic, and cultural spaces. This
transformation has brought forward concepts such as city diplomacy as a means to
enhance the international standing of cities, promote sustainable local development,
attract foreign investment, facilitate cultural exchange, and strengthen transnational
connections. In Iran, the metropolis of Mashhad, due to the geographical, religious,
cultural, and economic characteristics of Mashhad, holds considerable potential for
engaging in city diplomacy. However, preliminary observations suggest that despite
certain initiatives in international engagement, Mashhad has not succeeded in securing a
notable position within the hierarchy of global cities and continues to face multiple
challenges.

This study aimed to identify and analyze the main obstacles to and needs of city
diplomacy in Mashhad. The primary research question is: What are the most critical
barriers to achieving effective city diplomacy in Mashhad, and how can informed
strategies be developed to enhance international urban relations? The significance of
this study lies in the absence of a systematic and comprehensive investigation into the
structural, perceptual, and policy-related issues concerning Mashhad’s city diplomacy,
which has hindered effective planning in this area.
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2. Methods

This survey used questionnaire for collecting the required data. The statistical
population consisted of users of the Namazi Metro Station in Shiraz in 2023. The
sample size, calculated using Cochran’s formula, was estimated to be 384 individuals.
Indicators for the studied variables were derived from the theoretical framework and
relevant sources, and the questionnaire was designed by the researchers. The reliability
of questionnaire was calculated as 0.841 using Cronbach’s alpha. A simple random
sampling method was used to distribute and complete the questionnaire. Data were
analyzed using SPSS and EQS software, employing descriptive statistics (percentages
of wusers’ individual characteristics) and inferential statistics (one-sample t-test,
independent t-test, and structural equation modeling, including confirmatory factor
analysis and path analysis).

3. Results

The results showed that the level of security at the Namazi Metro Station in Shiraz is
above average, with a coefficient of 3.68. The security level for women, with a
coefficient of 3.63, is also above average but lower than that for men, with a coefficient
of 3.73. However, this difference was not statistically significant. Among the security
indicators, verbal harassment or insults, with a coefficient of 3.36, were rated as the
worst by female users at the Namazi Metro Station in Shiraz. Moreover, the
psychological characteristics of users (coefficient: 0.56), environmental characteristics
of the station (coefficient: 0.41), and individual characteristics of users (coefficient:
0.40) had the greatest impact on users’ perceptions of security at the Namazi Metro
Station.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

The results indicate that regarding security at the Namazi Metro Station in Shiraz the
issue of verbal harassment or insults was rated poorly compared to other indicators.
This can be addressed by promoting respect, creating a calming atmosphere, and
improving service quality, as most instances of such aggression stem from
overcrowding, inadequate facilities, and delays in travel time. Enhancing service
delivery and improving environmental characteristics can positively influence users’
psychological characteristics, thereby increasing perceptions of safety and security in
public transportation environments. For future research, given the importance of users’
psychological characteristics and the station’s environmental characteristics, qualitative
studies through interviews with both officials and users are recommended to explore
new dimensions of these factors and contribute to achieving sustainable safety and
security in public transportation environments.

Keywords: Safety and Security, Metro Station, Public Transportation, Women, Shiraz
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Extended abstract
1. Introduction

Safety and security issues in urban transportation have been of concern to transportation
planners for decades. Since the 1970s, safety and security in public transportation have
been analyzed extensively. Most cities in developing countries experience high rates of
transport-related injuries, which can be classified into safety issues (accidents) and
security issues (criminal behavior). Studies on mobility indicate that certain social
groups, particularly women, experience greater concern and anxiety about unpleasant
incidents due to inadequate safety or security in transit environments. Women in many
developing cities face increasing threats to their safety and security in public
transportation. Women are commonly recognized as a group of users of public transport
(PT) who encounter more barriers compared to male commuters. Fear of harassment is
identified as the primary barrier preventing women from using public transportation.
Men also experience similar fears but may under-report them in surveys due to social
norms. Therefore, examining gender differences in the perception of safety, rather than
women’s absolute perception of safety, is valuable. This study aimed assess the level of
safety and security at the Namazi Metro Station in Shiraz from the perspective of its
users. It also tried to compare women’s and men’s perceptions of safety and security at
the Namazi Metro Station and to investigate the factors influencing the perception of
safety and security at the Namazi Metro Station.
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security, institutional components of civic participation, the establishment of non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) related to urban regeneration, the removal of legal
impediments concerning NGOs, citizen participation in urban regeneration projects,
financial and credit crises, stakeholder interaction and participation, management and
planning modalities, fiscal policies and incentives, economic empowerment, social
empowerment, the capacity building of human and intellectual capital, private sector
empowerment, modern electronic infrastructure, environmental and infrastructural
capacities within the district, and the unregulated expansion of the district's
dysfunctional fabric.

The empirical findings indicated that five major factors have a pivotal and fundamental
role in the regeneration of the fabric of this district: the modality of urban planning and
management, the migration of foreign nationals, the participation of actors in urban
decisions (social cohesion and cooperation), social security, and the development of the
dysfunctional fabric. Employing the scenario-writing technique, these elements were
described and presented within a framework of opposing uncertainty spectrums. Based
on the two critical, contrasting states inherent in the two dominant uncertainties, four
scenarios were formulated for the future regeneration of the dysfunctional fabric of
District 6.

Each formulated scenario articulates the nature of the changes that would occur within
the key drivers should a specific future state materialize, thereby projecting the likely
trajectory of the sustainable regeneration process for the dysfunctional fabric of District
6. Ultimately, the attainment of an optimized and desirable scenario is contingent upon
establishing the necessary preconditions and infrastructure for mobilizing the
participation of stakeholders and influential actors in the regeneration process. This
requires institutionalizing and developing a local network, including members of local
social councils and community-based volunteer groups, and ensuring their robust
reinforcement.

Furthermore, to decrease and even prevent the unregulated physical expansion of the
legal boundaries of District 6, an infill development approach should be strategically
deployed for urban organization. This would include using vacant and abandoned lots,
derelict or condemned buildings, and similar sites for the provision of essential urban
services.

Keywords: Futures Studies, Sustainable Regeneration, Inefficient Texture, Scenario
Writing, District 6 of Mashhad.
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active in the sphere of regeneration. Furthermore, the MICMAC software and Scenario
Wizard were used for the formulation, interpretation, scenario development, and the
extraction of the scenario logic.

3. Results

Over the past few decades, worn-out urban fabrics and their attendant socio-spatial
challenges have emerged as one of the paramount macro-challenges confronting the
national urban planning and management system. The principal objective of municipal
authorities and urban administrators is, consequently, the amelioration of living
conditions and the comprehensive reconstruction and modernization of these specific
fabrics. The sustainable urban regeneration approach, given its inherent emphasis on
concepts such as civic participation and local governance, is uniquely poised to offer a
novel paradigm and model for the contemporary revitalization and restructuring of this
region. Furthermore, the empirical results derived from the Scenario Wizard software
identified two fundamental uncertainties that serve as the foundational drivers
sustaining various sub-drivers: A) Bottom-up planning, stakeholder participation in
urban decision-making, and the stabilization of original and local residents' tenure; and
B) Regulated regional growth and the enhancement of social security. Based on these
critical uncertainties, four distinct scenarios were formulated.

Notwithstanding the extensive scholarly dissection of worn-out and dysfunctional urban
fabrics across diverse dimensions by various researchers, the existing academic and
practical landscape is characterized by the fragmentation and episodic nature of
interventions aimed at improving the living conditions within these fabrics. Crucially,
the absence of a universally consensus-driven model or paradigm leads to significant
perplexity among stakeholders regarding the adoption of an appropriate framework.
Therefore, the strategic adoption of a regeneration approach grounded in scenario
planning and future studies presents methodological and philosophical distinctions, both
in apprehending the current role and status of the Mashhad metropolis and in its future-
oriented strategic foresight. This critical methodological and perspectival contribution
constitutes the novelty of the present research, as it has not been previously executed in
other studies, particularly concerning the worn-out fabric of the District 6 of Mashhad.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

This study was done with the objective of articulating the optimal scenario for the
regeneration of the worn-out urban fabric of District 6 of Mashhad through scenario
planning. A comprehensive review of diverse documents, scholarly works, theoretical
perspectives of leading thinkers, and international experiences in the realm of
dysfunctional urban fabrics facilitated the identification of various factors and elements
critical to the successful implementation of the regeneration approach. Consequently,
key drivers and uncertainties were identified using a Delphi panel comprising expert
specialists of the domain. Based on the derived findings, twenty-three factors were
adopted as the foundational premises for scenario construction pertaining to the
dysfunctional fabric of the studied area. These factors were: the parallel efforts of
governing institutions, migration of foreign people, social institutions, the efficiency of
regulatory bodies, economic activities, social cohesion, social cooperation, social
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The rapid and unregulated growth of urbanization has precipitated a multitude of
complexities. A notable challenge related to the prevalence of inefficient urban
structures. The optimal development of such structures demands that planners and
policymakers, equipped with a precise comprehension of the city's current state, select
the most effective approaches and models for delineating the trajectory of development.
A suitable instrument for this purpose is the elaboration of an appropriate regeneration
scenario utilizing the novel methodology of scenario planning for the revitalization of
these specific urban fabrics. District 6 of Mashhad is facing with multidimensional
issues and challenges due to the existence of worn-out urban fabrics and informal
settlements. A segment of this district has undergone unregulated and unplanned
expansion, resulting in a suboptimal status relative to other areas of the Mashhad. This
research tried to address the following questions: What are the most effective drivers
influencing the regeneration of the worn-out urban fabric of the District 6 of Mashhad
Municipality? And what are the optimal and critical scenarios for the regeneration of the
studied area?

2. Method

This applied study is analytical and exploratory, grounded in novel methods derived
from the field of futurology, and implemented through a mixed-methods approach
combining quantitative and qualitative models. The initial phase was the examination
and review of documentary evidence, articles, and literature pertinent to the topic. The
drivers and influential factors influencing urban fabric regeneration were identified and
categorized using the Meta-Analysis Method and the MAXQDA software. Then, the
Delphi method, employing a non-probability purposive sampling technique, was
utilized to solicit the opinions of 20 expert specialists, including academic professionals
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4. Discussion and Conclusion

The results of this study showed that the physical design of residential environments,
particularly in large-scale housing projects like Maskane Mehr, can play an effective
role in preventing criminal incidents and the promotion of the sense of security. These
results are in line with the theoretical underpinnings of the CPTED approach, indicating
that if the design of public spaces is desirable and adhere to such key components as
appropriate lighting, functional furnishings, clearly defined access routes, and the
possibility of natural surveillance, the social anomalies will decrease. One conclude that
urban security is not only a matter of law enforcement or judiciary concern but also it
has a physical-spatial aspect. Therefore, it is recommended that urban policymakers and
designers of massive housing projects use the CPTED approach for redesigning or
retrofitting of public spaces within the Mehr residential complexes. Moreover, the
active participation of residents in the maintenance, social education, and environmental
management may be considered a complementary way of increasing the security. This
study emphasizes that the establishment of a secure city necessitates the intertwining of
urban design knowledge with socio-cultural policies, because security is not merely the
result of the presence of police but rather it reflects spatial quality.

Keywords: Urban Security, Environmental Design, CPTED Approach, Maskane Mehr
(Mehr Residential Complexes), Zanjan City, Crime Prevention, Public Spaces
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design and illumination on crime prevention, and analyzing the impact of environmental
components on the sense of psychological security. The significance of this research is
that residential spaces, when designed without paying attention to environmental design
principles, can foster social isolation, precipitate criminal behaviors, and undermine
social cohesion. Furthermore, the tentative results may provide a basis for developing
design strategies and urban policies focused on securing public spaces and enhancing
the quality of life in big housing projects.

2. Method

This applied study is descriptive-analytical and used both archival and field studies for
collecting the data. The statistical population consisted of 19,053 residents of the Mehr
residential complexes in the city of Zanjan. Employing the Cochran formula with 95%
confidence, the sample was determined to be 377 participants. Random sampling was
applied. The main data collection instrument was a 5-point Likert scale questionnaire
that included such indicators as: illumination of public spaces, condition of urban
furniture, natural surveillance, environmental legibility, territoriality, and suitability of
the space for vulnerable populations. For data analysis, Excel and SPSS software were
applied. Dara analyses were performed at both the descriptive level (mean, standard
deviation, and frequency) and the inferential level (path analysis, TODIM model, and
DPSIR model). Moreover, the TODIM multicriteria decision-making model was used to
prioritize the environmental components that affect security. The DPSIR model was
used the analytical framework for establishing the causal relationships among
environmental, social, and managerial factors.

3. Results

The results of the statistical analyses showed that the components of physical design
play a significant role in the enhancement of environmental security within the Mehr
residential complexes of Zanjan. The overall mean score for the status of the physical
components, as perceived by the participants was 3.49, which shows a relatively
desirable condition. The path analysis showed that the response component of the
DPSIR model (having such interventions as optimal design of urban furniture improved
illumination, spatial legibility over heights, and the accommodation of the environment
for the vulnerable) had made the most substantial influence on security enhancement
(holding a positive path coefficient of 0.542). Pressure component was followed. The
component with a coefficient of 0.376 has to do with population density, spatial
dilapidation, and absence of natural surveillance. Furthermore, the results of the
TODIM model showed that residents exhibited the highest level of sensitivity against
the quality of street illumination, security over nights, and the potential for visual
surveillance in public spaces. This finding shows that components of environmental
design influence not only the occurrence of crime but also the subjective feeling of
security.






Journal of Geography and Urban Space Development Vol. 12, No.2 (2025) — Serial Number 29 3

Assessing the Crime Occurrence in Mehr Residential Complexes and the Impact of
Physical Design on Improving Security using the CPTED Approach (Case Study:
Mehr Residential Complexes of Zanjan)

Azim Alishaei
Assistant Professor in Geography and Urban Planning, Payam-e Noor University,
Tehran, Iran
Dariuosh Jahani'
Assistant Professor in Geography and Urban Planning, Payam-e Noor University,
Tehran, Iran
Yaghoub Haghi
PhD Candidate in Geography and Urban Planning, Payam-e Noor University, Tehran,

Iran
Received: 14 April 2023 Accepted:4 August 2023

Extended Abstract
1. Introduction

The proliferation of urbanization and the corresponding increase in population density
within metropolitan areas have led to the need of ensuring urban security and mitigating
the incidence of crime. Accordingly, it has become a great concern for urban planners,
policymakers, and citizens. In this critical context, the physical design of urban spaces
can have a fundamental role in preventing crimes and reinforce the socio-psychological
security of residents through enhancing the quality of the life environment. The
theoretical framework of Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) is
viewed as one of the most applicable models for analyzing the relationship between
urban designs and security. This approach embraces such principles as natural
surveillance, access control, territorial reinforcement, appropriate urban furniture
design, enhanced illumination, and improved spatial legibility. The large-scale projects
of Maskane Mehr (Mehr Residential Complexes) have been emphasizing rapid and
cost-effective constructions. Therefore, they usually lack adequate environmental and
physical quality. This deficiency renders them susceptible to the emergence of social
damages and increased criminality. A remarkable example Mehr residential complex of
Zanjan city. These complexes have recently confronted security challenges and a
decline of sense of belonging and satisfaction among the residents. Considering the
issues, this study tried to see the role of the physical design of urban spaces in Mehr
residential complexes of Zanjan in crime prevention and enhancing social security. The
primary aim was to identify and analyze the physical components that influence
environmental security and evaluate the degree of correspondence between the existing
conditions and the principles of the CPTED approach. Other aims were evaluating
residents' perceptions of security in public spaces, measuring the influence of furniture
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The statistical population is unlimited, as it entails all those who visited the city of
Shiraz during the Iranian year 1399 and the first half of 1400 (approximately March
2020 to September 2021) and shared their travel experiences on Instagram, Telegram, or
WhatsApp. Consulting the Morgan table, the size of sample was determined to be 384
individuals. Moreover, the secondary data were collected through archival sources,
while primary data were collected through the random distribution of a travel
experience sharing questionnaire over the selected social networks. Totally, 384
complete questionnaires were filled out and analyzed.

3. Results

The results showed that eight key factors have a positive influence on the motivation of
social media sharing of travel experiences: including group affiliation, shared values,
conformity, perceived enjoyment/pleasure, altruistic motivations, personal self-
actualization/fulfillment, interaction environment, and personal factors. These findings
were in line with the related findings of previous studies. However, sufficient evidence
was not obtained to support a negative effect from the factors of interaction
environment and privacy preservation, leading to the non-confirmation of the seventh
and tenth research hypotheses. This means that in the specific community of this study,
these latter factors do not act as a deterrent to sharing travel experiences. A possible
explanation for this may be the imposed limitations of traditional mass communication
channels and media, compelling many individuals, especially tourists, to lack an
alternative channel or medium for exchanging opinions. On the other hand, a form of
self-censorship exists among Iranian users on sharing opinions and experiences. Users
have learned through experience to present content on social networks that will not
incur negative repercussions. Moreover, there is a general public belief that sharing non-
political content will not create problems. Therefore, despite concerns related to the
disclosure or misuse of personal information and the infringement of intellectual
property rights, users continue to share their experiences.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

Based on the empirical results, it is asserted that increasing awareness among tourism
stakeholders, tourists, and host communities—particularly in a city like Shiraz—
regarding the role of social networks in tourism development and promotion will
reinforce the inclination to share travel experiences of the city and consequently attract
a greater number of tourists. Additionally, the strengthening of infrastructure, the
mitigation of social network filtering limitations, and the enhancement of tourists' skills
in sharing travel experiences on social networks are recommended. By venturing into
one of the nascent fields of tourism studies, this research is poised to foster increased
interest among scholars and enthusiasts in the study of social media-based tourism.
Keywords: Travel Experience Sharing, Social Media, Tourism, Perceived Pleasure,
Social Influence Theory
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Extended Abstract
1. Introduction

Recent years have experienced fundamental change in methods by which tourists
access, use, and disseminate information, becoming largely contingent upon social
media platforms. These platforms have effectively shape the perceptions, sentiments,
and expectations of the pubic. Therefore, they are considered a critical information
source for making decisions on the travels. About 78.5% of the Iranians use at least one
messaging application (with WhatsApp at 71.1%, and Instagram and Telegram at 49.4%
and 31.6%, respectively). This suggests a significant opportunity for leveraging these
technology-based media for the promotion of domestic tourism and the attraction of
international tourists. This potential will be of great significant in the post-pandemic era
for travel to tourism-centric cities like historical city of Shiraz. The Statistical Centre of
Iran (1401/2022) states that Shiraz holds the fourth rank in domestic travel, registering
578,529 visits, following Tehran, Mashhad, and Isfahan. By identifying and reinforcing
the factors that influence the motivation to social media sharing of travel experiences,
visitors to these cities are encouraged to share their experiences and promote Iran’s
tourist attractions to a broader audience. This study tried to identify the factors
influencing the motivation to share travel experiences via social media, focusing on
tourists that visit visiting the historical and cultural complexes of Shiraz. This issue
seems to be a significant research gap.

2. Method

This applied quantitative research used a correlational design. The data were collected
through questionnaire. Data analysis was done using Structural Equation Modeling
(SEM).






Table of Contents
(Extended Abstracts)

= Factors Influencing the Motivation for Social Media Sharing of Travel
Experiences: A Study of Shiraz Tourists
Mehdi Kazemi, Mohammad Mehdi Poursaeed, Sara Hoseini

= Assessing the Crime Occurrence in Mehr Residential Complexes and the
Impact of Physical Design on Improving Security using the CPTED
Approach (Case Study: Mehr Residential Complexes of Zanjan)
Azim Alishaei, Dariuosh Jahani, Yaghoub Haghi

* Presenting Regeneration Scenarios in Inefficient Urban Textures (Case
Study: District 6 of Mashhad, Iran)
Zohreh Koohjani, Ali Shamsoddini, Alireza Abdolahzadeh

» Evaluation and Analysis of the Safety and Security Status in Shiraz Public
Transportation with an Emphasis on Women's Security (Case Study: Metro
Users at Namazi Station in Shiraz)

Reza Moradi Romghani, Mohammadhossein Saraei

= Analysis of the Challenges and Needs of Urban Diplomacy in Mashhad
Metropolis
Mohammad Rahim Rahnama, Rouhollah Asadi, Omid Ali Kharazmi

* Investigating the Impact of Architecture and Environment on the
Improvement of Social Environments in the Cultural Complexes of Urmia
City
Hamed Gholizadeh, Babak Motiei

* Measuring Spatial Justice in the Distribution of Urban Land Uses
Mehdi Zanganeh , Amir Hossein Shiraziyan, Mobina Rajabi, Zohreh Pirzadeh

= An Investigation into the Impact of Lifespan on the Housing Prices in Iran
(With an Emphasis on the Life-Cycle Hypothesis)
Roya Aleemran, Seyed Ali Aleemran

11

14

17

21






ExtendedAbstract






In the Name of Allah






D

. by,
&f/ﬁ’n’ﬁ’@n
Ferdowsi University of Mashhad

Faculty of Letters and Humanities

Journal of Geography and Urban Space
Development

Vol. 11, No. 2, Summer 2024,
Serial Number 25

License Holder:
Ferdowsi University of Mashhad

General Director:
B. khakpour, PhD

Editor-in-Chief:
M. R. Rahnama, PhD

Editorial Board:

Dr. I. Ebrahimzadeh
University of Sistan and Balouchestan,
Zahedan

Dr. M. Ajza Shokouhi
Ferdowsi University of Mashhad,
Mashhad

Dr. A. Anabestani
Ferdowsi University of Mashhad,
Mashhad

Dr. B. Khakpour
Ferdowsi University of Mashhad,
Mashhad

Dr. M. R. Rahnama
Ferdowsi University of Mashhad,
Mashhad

Dr. A. Saeedi
Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran

Dr. M. Soleimani
Kharazmi University, Tehran

Dr. Z. Fanni
Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran

Dr. E. Mafi
Ferdowsi University of Mashhad,
Mashhad

Dr. A. Nazarian

Islamic Azad University, Science and
Research Branch, Tehran

Internal Editor:
Dr. M. Amirfakhriyan
Ferdowsi University of Mashhad,
Mashhad

Executive Manager:
Z. Baniasad

English Language Editor:
A. Nowruzy

Persian Editor:
Sh.Sabaghi Abkooh

Typesetting:
E. Tajvidi

Printing & Binding:
Ferdowsi University Press

Circulation: 30
Price: 20000 Rials
Subscription:
25 US$ (USA)
20 USS$ (other)

Address:

Faculty of Letters & Humanities
Ferdowsi University Campus
Azadi Sq. Mashhad, Iran
Postal code:
9177948883
Tel: (+98 51) 38806724
Fax: (+98 51) 38807060
E-mail:
JUD@ferdowsi.um.ac.ir
Internet Address:
http://jgusd.um.ac.ir



mailto:JUD@ferdowsi.um.ac.ir




Ferdowsi University of Mashhad

Geography and Urban Space Development

(Peer-Reviewed Journal)

Vol. 12, No. 2, Summer 2025, Serial Number 29

m Factors Influencing the Motivation for Social Media Sharing of Travel Experiences: 1
A Study of Shiraz Tourists
Mehdi Kazemi, Mohammad Mehdi Poursaeed, Sara Hoseini

m Assessing the Crime Occurrence in Mehr Residential Complexes and the Impact of
Physical Design on Improving Security using the CPTED Approach (Case Study:
Mehr Residential Complexes of Zanjan)

Azim Alishaei, Dariuosh Jahani, Yaghoub Haghi

m Presenting Regeneration Scenarios in Inefficient Urban Textures (Case Study: Dis-
trict 6 of Mashhad, Iran)
Zohreh Koohjani, Ali Shamsoddini, Alireza Abdolahzadeh

m Evaluation and Analysis of the Safety and Security Status in Shiraz Public Transpor- 9
tation with an Emphasis on Women's Security (Case Study: Metro Users at Namazi
Station in Shiraz)

Reza Moradi Romghani, Mohammadhossein Saraei

m Analysis of the Challenges and Needs of Urban Diplomacy in Mashhad Metropolis 11
Mohammad Rahim Rahnama, Rouhollah Asadi, Omid Ali Kharazmi

m Investigating the Impact of Architecture and Environment on the Improvement of 14
Social Environments in the Cultural Complexes of Urmia City
Hamed Gholizadeh, Babak Motiei

m Measuring Spatial Justice in the Distribution of Urban Land Uses 17
Mehdi Zanganeh , Amir Hossein Shiraziyan, Mobina Rajabi, Zohreh Pirzadeh

m An Investigation into the Impact of Lifespan on the Housing Prices in Iran (Withan 21
Emphasis on the Life-Cycle Hypothesis)
Roya Aleemran, Seyed Ali Aleemran

\, _/

ISSN: 2538-3531



	____________________________________________________________________
	فرم اشتراك (يك ساله/  دوشماره) مجلّة جغرافيا و توسعۀ فضاي شهري
	داوران اين شماره به ترتیب حروف الفبا

	چکیده
	1. مقدمه
	2. روش شناسی
	2. 1. روش پژوهش
	2. 2. محدوده مورد مطالعه
	4. بحث
	کتاب نامه
	1. ایمانی فر، س. (1397). نقش رسانه های اجتماعی و اشتراک دانش در صنعت گردشگری با استفاده از روش مرور سیستماتیک. تهران: اولین کنفرانس بین المللی مطالعات بین رشته ای در مدیریت و مهندسی، دانشگاه تهران.
	چکیده
	1. مقدمه
	چکیده
	1. مقدمه
	2. روش شناسی
	2. 1. روش پژوهش
	چکیده
	1. مقدمه
	2. روش شناسی
	2. 1. روش پژوهش
	چکیده
	1. مقدمه
	2. روش شناسی
	2. 1. روش پژوهش
	2. 2. محدوده مورد مطالعه
	4. بحث
	5. نتیجه گیری
	چکیده
	1. مقدمه
	چکیده
	1. مقدمه
	2. روش شناسی
	2. 1. روش پژوهش
	چکیده
	1. مقدمه
	In the Name of Allah
	In the Name of Allah
	In the Name of Allah


	Dr. E. Mafi
	Sh.Sabaghi Abkooh
	E. Tajvidi
	Ferdowsi University Press

	Faculty of Letters and Humanities
	Journal of Geography and Urban Space Development
	License Holder:
	General Director:
	Editor-in-Chief:
	M. R. Rahnama, PhD

	Editorial Board:
	Dr. A. Anabestani
	Dr. B. Khakpour
	Dr. Z. Fanni

